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Goldfish
and the Beholder

“JAW ON THE FLOOR
THE ENTIRE TIME | WAS READING.”

"So, that was darker than | thought at first.”

“There are a lot of ‘'oh crap’ moments.”
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In his journal, a goldfish enthusiast shows admiration for his latest
pet— his fourth beautitul fish. He sounds a bit too fervent and
obsessed, but perhaps this is what an aficionado is like. [However,
the whole picture soon turns creepy and sinister once it is revealed
that the fish he feels passionate about are young women, the
goldfish bowl he is gazing at a basement apartment, and he
himself is far from a pet lover, but a voyeur. e has been getting
away with his “8olc1{isl1 appreciation,” until his latest fish girl

comes on the scene with a well-thought-out revenge plan that

LV -

gets him into big trouble. What else can a true devotee like him do
after the betrag al of his loved one? Reunite with his escaped pet

Iris Tsui

s

ancl teach her some 800(1 lessons {OY sure.
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To my landlord who makes the basement warm enough

,
for me to live, write, and create d uring Ottawa s winter.
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Chapter1

Of All the Fish in the Bowl



Ivis Tsui

hpeil 1, zoz4

April €ools Doy \or'\w%s we another gorgeous %O\A‘g'\s\w. My Goldie Wo. 4. T
Hlowgld T would be less ewotional as wore %O\A'Q'\S‘A swam o wy houl Buk
T was wrong, The excfement s shill wild, PumpiRg Wy keart and %\ccém%
wy passion. Because every one of Alew is wnique. Ever| one of rhem
Alrills we diferently. Their shapes, Aheir posture, Aheir bhewring, Aheir
shine. A are heantiful w Aheir oun wags. Al become afrractive when
Ahey are wnaware and susceptble wnder wy gaze. And T Vnow wore wou.
e learned from Wy wmisfakes. T am savvier. T am o heFrer %o\c\g'\s\/»
connsissenr Alis Aime. This beard] is wy Sourth one. DA Areak ber riglet
Wil Ahe eyperience T gained Srom Ale previons Aleree. She looks docile
and %ra/oc‘;w\. Bur ax Ahe swme Fime, she's sad. Ghe carries Khe %r'\(’,g o§
Alose who kave lost Aheir loved ones. A kearfhroven \over wmafhe? And she
loos Samilior. She reminds we of Wo. . Q(’,F\AOJ\?S T wiss ker Aoo wuch.
My %ooé, dewmure No. 3. fow kard T cried when T \earned ske did Ahak 4o
hersel§ Swe wonths ago.

Bt whats '\m/s’V is ?ws’V. M\{ whole arention is ow \o. ¢ now, and shers

%ooé kands of wine. T\ rc?\u,c ker sadness with \ove and care.

A new rowwA kas \oc%\m,
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2024-04-01
D(Zﬁ 153

Adfter all the tears, dental, nightwmares, ano guilt over the past five months,
[ finally moved tnto the basement. The cursed space that held and killed
Liltana. 1've done everything | could to prepare myself for this moment.
But still, | was overcome with grief and fury the second [ stepped inside. |
feel so weak, helpless, and despairing here. | have to fight against all my
emotions and pretend to be an bnnocent tenant all the thme, but worst of
all, it's because of the Voyeur's eyes that peep constantly. [ can't help but
Reep glimpsing the patr of small, vectangular, curtainless winolows right
below the ceiling. They themselves ave Like a patr of eyes that never wink,
staring lncessantly at my Little sister before and me now, smudging our

womanhood, smashing our dﬁgwﬁtg, stripping off our Mummwﬁtg.

But [ can't keep Looking at theme. [ can't make him suspicious. | have to keep
my plan tntact for a successful vevenge. Lily would never allow me to do so.
But | have to. | need to fino justice for her. | neeo to PO SOMETHING for her

to keep mggeLfsawe. The bastard Diestroged my steter, so | am here to degtrog

hime.

When the stress of being watched by those filthy eyes and a twisted mind
sucks all the air out of my lungs, 1 will think of Lily.

" V@Mig.
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A’\?r'\\ 3, 20724

T dd so wmuch 4o prepare Cor w wew Goldie affer No. s.

T Vept vising Mr. and Mrs. Wilson. The old cowple are good, simple

people. “Argus, my dear, fou are such a good Sumardant They thanr we
\»J\/»o\c\/»ca,r“\’(’,é\{ each fime T Aro? \o~{ Xo \/»e\'\? clean Aleir house. You have Ao
be ind and belp§ul. Trusting weighbours bless fou with incredible convenience
and access. T have Ahe couple w the palm of wy kand Yy learning Aleir
ling paiecns. T go¥ chances 4o surve Ahe whole bouse 4o facilrate

Wy %O\A‘Q'\s\w appreciafion. 1 pud e vacant hasewment ?crguﬁ order,

so decert and weat goldBisk would waut 4o resk Ahe place. T was so
considerate Aeak T created Ahe rewtal ad Sor Ahe couple, who rold we
happily Ahepd Sound o wice Fewant gim\\{ Gve wmonths afrer Ahe \ast one
\e .

fFor Ahese Sive worths, T was w hell.
"\Q\m{ did Jow end Jowr \'\gc oSrer wy oowgcss'\ow?“

The question hawrted and Aortured wme day and VC\%\K. T weeded Hwme o
recover Srom ker befrafal My good, dewure No. 3.

Anjriny, Tw back. And T vrew all wy e§5orks had ?UA of 5 Alhe woment
T san No. 4.

T checked and w\a%ra,écé Wy equipmendt bhefore she woved . T was
Fewpling o kave o com with o sound r(’_OOrA'\w% Suncrion wside Fhe
basewment, Buk wo. T refuse 4o %C’Y as \ow as a Peeping Tom. T awm o
connoissewr. Owly ?rogcssiowep\s e we can enjoy Fhe Farfalizing excdement
of wot seeing all. Tuo cams outside Ahe windows wre %ooé (’,wou«(é‘/».
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I've considered many scenarios, assessed thelr risks, and made different
plans accordingly. [ know it is possible to take revenge remotely. But deep
down, [ want to do it in person. [ want to put myself in Lily's situation
and feel how she felt. it may sound treatlonal, but 1 believe | can make
Lily less lonely and lost by doing so. And | hope [ can makee more sense of
Lily's desperate decision at the end. [ try to be closer to her physically and

emot’wwm%.

Still, 1 do have moments when | regret my decision to move tinto the
basement. | have to adwmit that 1've wnderestimated the power of forced
exposure to a voyeur on me. The air is stuffy and depressing. An ominous
silence hangs around. The windows, though small, veveal wmost of the
200-square-foot studio, even part of the bathroom with the doov open. The
only corner tucked away from the peeking windows is the tiny dressing aven
beside the bed. If the information in Lily's Letter to me is still corvect, there
are two cams outsioe the windows but it's clear inside the basement. So my
privacy and sanity are alive only in the dressing area and the bathroom.
Sometimes | need to magine myself as someone else whenever [ Lleave my

protection and step back bnto the main room.

It agonizes me when [ lmagine how misernble it must have beew for Lily to
Lie on the phone and say that she was having a great thme Living away from

famdily for college.

If only she hadw't believed the deviant’s empty threats of hurting her family
if she left...
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hpr\ 10, zoz4

Every Gish kas ker character, style, and ok,

No. 1, Ahe sweetie Pie, e one who gov wme nto %O\A%sk wppreciation,
alWays swaim wround Ahe Youl werril. She was e o carefree and
confent cild \'\u’m% w o world so \ind and \w'\w% Yo her. D\ PoA Al T

kave ¥o see her swile once aguin.

No. z was sporty and socinl. She had wany Qr'\cwés, \om{s and %Xr\s, viseting
her all Ahe Hme. fer way with people wade her popular. Everfone enjofed
\oc'\w% wrownd her,

1 am wﬂm% Wie Ahew. Tu Sack, T am ~he opposite of Ahew. T am
gen wp. No oke cares o sk apowt we. My world s & cold and cruel
desert. Houw could goldbish tmagine o wasteland withowt waker and the
desolafe creafures w &2 T am wo¥ as s*h?'\é s others Ahine T am, so
T Vept Ahem as wy %O\Ag-\s\l\ Gor watching only.

Bt Ahen Wo. 3 cawme a,\ov\%. My %ooé, dewmure Wo. 3 was an ux%c\. She was
quiet, organized, hardworking She offered 4o help Mr. and Mes. Wilson with
lotrs of chores. They loved her Qo did 1. ind, pure, and subwmissive, ske
was 'Fcr’(;(’,(/\’ Yo we. Afrer st wmorths and wan Wiglers o§ eating, sleeping,
and \ing Hogether, we dere deeply connected. We were w o relafionship.
ghe was waiding Sor we Ao step Sorwwrd, T4 was just Aragic Ahat she
wisunderstood cucrﬁ\nxw% 14 dowe Qor ler.

T worh and camt wart Alat \ow% Witk Wo. 4. She's reserved amd w{s’Vcr’\o\Ls
W vas AleaX wrges we 4o wmeer her owkside Ahe Yowl, so T cam %c/\’

oser and \earn wmore aboud her.
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n the month 've Lived in the basement, | have to deal with the stress of Living
with his watehing and at the same time collect every piece of information

about the psgcl/lo.

[ am cautious about exposing my body and personal details to the windows.
[ won't give him anything he can use to extort me. Instend, 've been acting
Liee someone Low-key, shy, thmid but accommodating and approachable—
someone Like Lily—through body language and stuff Like books, albums,
clothes, and decorations. Meanwhile, 1've tried to create a puzzling blank on

me that hopefully can coax him to come out of the dark and figure it out.

When U'm out and free, | meet with my private detective to learn what he's got

about our target—his family, education, job, friends, anything.
“A beaten bullied from a sad family,” the detective swmmen up.

With the information ('ve gathered from the detective and Lily's letter, as
well as the footage 1've got from my cam outside the basement—an eye for an
ege—show’mg how the bastard sweaVeLLM d@ptoged his cams before | moved in,

[ wait patiently.
And thank God, things progress faster thaw [ expected.

This evening when [ returned, the olo couple introduced mee to the boy next

door.

"Argus Ls the nicest boy we've ever Rnown,” Mrs. Wilson satd. “You two can

be frienos.”

[ think the fish has taken the batt.
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Marf 1s, zoz4

Tve wever been so Sulfilled, wnderstood, and L?Freoiaﬁcé over Ahe \ast
weel. T'w %\wé Ak T wmade e wove og U\?\?rouo\w'\w% No. 4 W person. T

vJorr'\cA Yoo much \oc%rc.
Her wawme s Zosa,w\wwé. But & s ok '\vm?or’h,w\’. She's Wy Go\die Wo. 4.

We clicked wirk each ofher Alhe momernt we wer Sace 4o Sace. Shes
alwas s\m{ and aSraid Fo make efe contact, bt T can Fell she enjoys
Wy Compaky. And we Al w0 \of. We communicate i owr oun \uw%mb%c

Whick Ahe world doesnt care 4o male sewse og.

Werk what Twe learned Srom Wo. 3, T am careSul Alis Aime wo¥ 4o reveal
uuﬁ\»-'\w(é Wy ouk vw{sc\g \oc'\w% o CORRO\SSEWr caur\s{ on. Buwr Twm o?&im'\s’ho
Alat Wo. 4 Wil see e \octuu/h( o!; & and Wy dedication over Aime hecawse

she's very \‘teen ow \Lwow'\w(a ouk we.

And Tve confained w\{sc\g Crom WMaACng wiy ?\A{s'\ou\ cortack etk her.,
Last Aime when T keld Wo. 3 i wy arms and gave her all T kad, she
Arewbled badly and struggled so bard lice o fish out of waer Qoon
A,%'»m, she aoandoned wme Sorever. 'Wucgwc, Tve decided Hlas Fime T\
wait longer and be wore pafiert lest wy [Wrle wermaid will Aurn o Sonm
once I Fouck her.

T o wmaking ?\MWS Cor Yomorrow, She wsied & she cowld vish we aX Wy
Place so e cowld chak wore. 0F coursel T will wever saq wo Ao wy 6o\die!
Haw'\w% her 'Fa,éé\lw% round wme Wy kowse where T can sppreciate all

her \ocawrw werlowt Ahe g’hx\?'\é coms ks a,\wa.,{s Yeen Wy dream!

T Ceel renewed and \,xo?c%\w\. T can woW see a Surrure Wy \WKe \\ce
ohers,

D
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[ couldn't believe | was allowed to be tnside the antmal’s dewn so quim%. [t
wais too easy. | was thevefore particularly vigilant all the while whew [ was

there.

His place was overLM clean and ‘CLO{M for a young man L hls mlad-20s. There
were no family photos. No signs of social Life. Nothing for memories. The

house was as emptg as ks owner. But [ had wno merey on him.

[ contlnued to act L the way) he Liked and expected. He couldn't resist a weak

and obedient girl. So be it.

He put the movie The Shape of Water on for us. He said it was his favourite,
whtch made him cry many thmes. A romantie {awtasg about the Love story

between a human and a sea creature? (t wmakes a hell of sense now.

[ took a chance and Laced his drink with a strong sedative. While he fell
asleep, took his Laptop awny). Lily mentioned tn her Letter that he kept all the
clips and “golotfish profiles” on his computer. t thew fled his house, “the bowl,”

and the aitg meed’mte% as planned.

[ managed to crack his code with somee help and gather evidence strong
enough to get him Locked wp. But first of all, { haol to make sure the case
was sensational enough for the authorities to address it seriously and

tmmedintely. So | made him infamous on all major social media platforms.
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Moy 21, zoz4
6o\dSiske wre Yeauriful bt cold-hearfed amimals.

1 /Wou,(a\ﬁ T Was o ?rogcss'\om,\ who Vnew Yhew well and could Pk “he
r'\%\ﬁ Gind o %o\A%sk Sor Wy w\?\?r(’,o’\w\"\ow, 1 was overconSidend, ’We\{ dowt
have Aeerl, Yk /We»{ can shll bive hard.

My pure heart and love were befrafed (eX again. T receed o \e¥rer
Srom No. 4, who Hurned owt 4o be Ahe elder sister of wy good, dewmure No.
3, not long Sree she csow\mé $eom wy bouwl. Ske sayfs her sole purpose
§or wrdking Ao we is o revead her idewtdty so Ahak T viou ber sister is
loved and cared Sor \o\{ ker 'QMM'\\{ and Sor what T will be ?\uw\s\ncé,

(ove and care? What does she \wow apout love amd core, cs?e(,’\a,\\{ Wike
Sor No. 32 25 T didir \ove her, T would sell ker pictures and clips 4o
earn o Sortune, 1§ 1 didir care Sor her, T would lvestream her Hme i
e Vouwl 2477 Lice Ahose voyewristic perverts,

Buk T didt UGE her. T \cept her o \M\{SC\%‘ only. T ?rﬁco*cé ker Srom
Alhe sick, el world.

T AM A TRuE Lovee!

T wou see Yhat No. 4 has @ Aerrble W\'\swwécrs’\’uwéiw% of we. T\ Arack
ker down o fter T refurn and show her Wy wkique \ove and care Aok

Arovlwcé Qo. 3.

Tush war Sor we, wy \d¥rle M,u(a\/zw Goldic No. 4. You deserve we.
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“Goldfish Man” locked up

for 3 years in mental facility
The victim of child abuse and school bullying
dodged jail with a sympathetic jury

Reported by Caroline Ferguson

Published Dec 20, 2024 « Last updated Dec 21,2024 « 4 minute read

532 comments

After months of sensational buzz surrounding the mysterious “goldfish
watching” footage online, the day-by-day uncovering of jaw-dropping details
about the “Goldfish Man” across major social media platforms, the suspect’s
dramatic surrender to the police, and the subsequent trial in the spotlight, the
judge imposes a three-year mental health facility detainment on the 26-year-old
voyeur today.

The convict, identified only by the initial X in a decision out of the Court of
Justice despite his name being revealed online already, pleaded guilty to the
charge of voyeurism at the beginning of the three-month trial after he turned
himself in to the police in August in the middle of the heated scandal.

“Even with a cooperative suspect and the materials he willingly presented which
were conducive to our proceedings, it still took months because we got so much
to look into,” explained John Hamilton, the case’s public prosecutor.

“It basically was a detailed profiling we needed to nail down on X to sort

things out,” Hamilton continued. “Materials like stacks of old journals he kept
from childhood to adolescence, his official records and reports from different
government departments, and statements of all the parties and individuals
involved came in dozens of boxes. We haven't even included the materials found
online”

The “goldfish profiles,” the files that give “Goldfish Man” his name, are among
these online materials exposed by an unknown source. The outrageous
documents that are allegedly created by X are thorough voyeuristic
observations and records made individually for his four young female victims,
dehumanizingly watched as goldfish and marked with sequential numbers.
Though traces of their identities were wiped out by the source, horrendous
details such as “No. 3 was approached and mated” remain.
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The police refused to give details of their investigation conducted on the
online materials, the unknown source, and the evidence provided to them
anonymously. The only information they confirmed was that there were four
victims in total, two of them remained ignorant of the crime, one of them was
deceased, and another’s whereabouts were unclear.

The deceased victim and the unknown source have been the focus of the
speculation before the jury handed down its verdict today. As predicted by some
who believed the jury would be lenient toward offenders traumatized by years
of child abuse and school bullying, X was not sentenced to imprisonment but a
36-month detention order in a mental institution.

“The jury has scrupulously examined all the evidence presented and spent an
extended period of time discussing and deciding on X’s liability for the charge
as someone deeply victimized by his past,” the case’s spokesperson revealed.
“The members of the jury believe X, despite his abusive behaviours, is a victim
himself who needs immediate and professional assistance along with custody.”

“X’s surrender, his genuine regret, and heartfelt apology” were alleviating factors
in the case, according to a decision written by Justice Carl Williams, the case’s
judge.

“A similar case saw an 18-month psych ward detention,” a not-to-be-named legal
professional commented. “The punishment given was not too mild regarding
the (detention’s) length. And the argument that X brings no immediate danger
to the public and his crime being location-specific—he only did so to females in
a particular basement suite—was bought apparently”

A government consultation paper about the limitations of the current law
targeting voyeurism in 2021 states “there is no comprehensive statutory response
to voyeurism.”

Let’s hope that X is a one-off before our law gets us covered. Or, the better
chance is, X’s story will make it to Netflix even before he walks free.

Comments

Anonymous 3 years in a psych ward? What if they are your daughters and friends?
Carson Howles I saw all the online stuff. Real sicko... Beware! All you ladies.
May Taylor Our society is sick! People are sick!

Log in to join the discussion or read more comments.
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R024-12-25

It’s Christmas again, Lily. | feel [ can finally stop counting the days since

You Left.

With the bastard being put away, are Yowu at peace now?
But sadly, 'm not.

An order of psych ward detainment for just three Years is far from enough
for what he did to you and other girls. Someone that twisteo shoulol be Locked

wp for Life.
His eyes and the Look tn them still haunt me n my nightmares. wWhat
will happen when he's veleased? What if he's wot fixeo and comes after me?

Should 1 prepave for the worst in these short three years?

And even with one of them down, 'm afraid (UL intentions and evils are still
Lurking anytime everywhere. Our world s such a terrible yet pathetic place.

[ miss You so much to the point that | once considered Reeping Your clips |
got from the psycho to retain pleces of You. But that was wrong. So wrong
that | was ashamed of myself for the thought.

L don't need a shell of you in the goddamn clips.

You are always tn my heart, Lily. ULl keep you warm and sofe there, my
dear loving sister.

22



